
Matthew J. Harnett 

300 Hillandale Blvd. 

Torrington, CT 06790 

 

August 18, 2013 

 

Dear Ms. Chamberlain, 

 

The purpose of this letter is to announce my resignation as principal of Housatonic Valley 

Regional High School.  This was not an easy decision to make, on my part.  I have enjoyed working with 

the students and families of Region 1 Public Schools very much and consider them to be among the very 

best I have ever encountered.  Over the past several months a series of events have caused me to re-

evaluate and reconsider my personal and professional goals.  The past two years have been very 

challenging and rewarding. However, the current political climate and the tension that exists in the 

relationship between the administration and some members of the School Board and the community 

have led me to this decision. Unfortunately, there have been too many occasions in the last two years 

where I have felt that some members of the Board and the community has had little understanding or 

respect for what is taking place at the high school and the work that we do here.  

In spite of the challenges, I have certainly enjoyed the time I have spent at Housatonic. The 

people with whom I work have been wonderful.  At this point in my life, spending time with my family, 

protecting my physical health and having a better work-life balance are my top priorities.  Please know 

that this decision was not made lightly and was the product of a careful and thoughtful process.  My 

resignation is not the result of any one person or people’s behavior or actions. 

It is my fervent hope that the Board of Education will provide my successor with the support 

necessary to lead Housatonic Valley Regional High School in dealing with the many challenges that it will 

face in the years ahead. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Matthew J. Harnett 

Matthew J. Harnett    


